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We live in the freest nation the world has
ever known, because over 219 years we have
found ways to agree on discipline, restraint,
and order, to preserve our liberty. And all,
all systems of discipline, restraint, and order
affect the law-abiding and the lawless equal-
ly. That is the point.

So I ask you all today to remember that.
I accept this award today, even though I
don’t feel like I deserve it, because I just
did my duty. And I knew because of my
childhood and the life I live and the State
I governed what the issues were, what the
stakes were, and what the forces in play were
in this battle over the Brady bill, the assault
weapons ban, and the cop-killer bullet issue.

Most of the people on the other side of
this issue are good people. But they don’t
have your experience. And it is time for them
to think about you. It is time for them to
make minor concessions so that you can have
major advances in safety, in security, in the
future of your children, in the security of
your police officers, in the Austin neighbor-
hood, in Chicago, Illinois, and throughout
the United States of America. It is time for
us to pull together on this issue and do the
right thing.

Abraham Lincoln, who saved our Repub-
lic, said something very important in his first
inaugural. When the country was coming
apart at the seams over the issue of slavery
and we were headed smack-dab into a Civil
War, and when half the people in the country
hated him and he’d been elected President
with only 39 percent of the vote, he had the
understanding to say, ‘‘We are not enemies,
but friends. We must not be enemies.’’

So I say to you today, my friends: Let us
stand up for the future of our children. Let
us stand up for the security of our police
forces and their ability to work with us. And
let us say to those who disagree, we ask you
for a minor contribution to a major public
good. Let us not be enemies but friends.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the
15th District Police Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Mike Robbins, Talmadge Jackson,
and Milan Bubalo, Chicago police officers wound-
ed in the line of duty; Bill Nolan, president, Chi-
cago Fraternal Order of Police; Sgt. Keith Turney,
chairman of the trustees, Illinois State Fraternal

Order of Police; Leroy O’Shield, commander,
15th District, Chicago Police Dept.; Mark Karlin,
president, Illinois Council Against Handgun Vio-
lence, which sponsored the award; Matt
Rodriguez, Chicago Superintendent of Police; and
Bishop Shepard Little, Church of God in Christ.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the ‘‘Saving Law
Enforcement Officers’ Lives Act of
1995’’

June 30, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Today I am transmitting for your imme-

diate consideration and passage the ‘‘Saving
Law Enforcement Officers’ Lives Act of
1995.’’ This Act would limit the manufacture,
importation, and distribution of handgun am-
munition that serves little sporting purpose,
but which kills law enforcement officers. The
details of this proposal are described in the
enclosed section-by-section analysis.

Existing law already provides for limits on
ammunition based on the specific materials
from which it is made. It does not, however,
address the problem of excessively powerful
ammunition based on its performance.

Criminals should not have access to hand-
gun ammunition that will pierce the bullet-
proof vests worn by law enforcement officers.
That is the standard by which so-called ‘‘cop-
killer’’ bullets are judged. My proposal would
limit the availability of this ammunition.

The process of designating such ammuni-
tion should be a careful one and should be
undertaken in close consultation with all
those who are affected, including representa-
tives of law enforcement, sporting groups,
the industries that manufacture bullet-proof
vests and ammunition, and the academic re-
search community. For that reason, the legis-
lation requires the Secretary of the Treasury
to consult with the appropriate groups before
regulations are promulgated. The legislation
also provides for congressional review of the
proposed regulations before they take effect.

This legislation will save the lives of law
enforcement officers without affecting the
needs of legitimate sporting enthusiasts. I
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1 This item was not received in time for inclu-
sion in the appropriate issue.

urge its prompt and favorable consideration
by the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 30, 1995.

Statement on the Nomination of
General John M. Shalikashvili To Be
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
June 30, 1995

I am pleased to announce that I have nom-
inated General John M. Shalikashvili, U.S.
Army, for reappointment as Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff for a 2-year term.

As I said when I nominated General
Shalikashvili for Chairman in 1993, he is a
shining symbol of what is best about the
United States and best about our armed serv-
ices. He has again proven that over the past
20 months by maintaining the strongest mili-
tary in the world, with the equipment and
trained force to fight and win when we must,
even as he completed the post-cold-war
drawdown of our forces. From morale to
readiness, General Shalikashvili has provided
the sound leadership needed to keep our
military strong while shaping the Armed
Forces for the 21st century. I look forward
to the next 2 years with General Shalikashvili
as Chairman, to his wise and reasoned coun-
sel, and to his advocacy for the men and
women in the Armed Forces in support of
the national security of the United States.

Message to the Congress on Most-
Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Russia
June 30, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
On September 21, 1994, I determined and

reported to the Congress that the Russian
Federation is in full compliance with the
freedom of emigration criteria of sections
402 and 409 of the Trade Act of 1974. This
action allowed for the continuation of most-
favored-nation (MFN) status for Russia and
certain other activities without the require-
ment of a waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated Report to Congress concerning the
emigration laws and policies of the Russian
Federation. You will find that the report indi-
cates continued Russian compliance with
U.S. and international standards in the area
of emigration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 30, 1995.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 20 1
The President announced his intention to

nominate William H. Itoh as Ambassador to
Thailand.

June 24
In the morning, the President went from

Little Rock, AR, to Pine Bluff, AR, where
he met with community leaders in the Ban-
quet Hall at the Pine Bluff Convention Cen-
ter. He returned to Little Rock in the late
afternoon.

June 25
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

San Francisco, CA.

June 26
In the afternoon, the President met with

President Lech Walesa of Poland in the
Foyer at Herbst Theater.

In the evening, the President attended a
dinner hosted by Walter Shorenstein at his
residence. Following the dinner, he traveled
to Portland, OR.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eluid Levi Martinez as Commis-
sioner of the Bureau of Reclamation at the
Department of the Interior.
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